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Color Symbolism

http://desktoppub.about.com/cs/color/a/symbolism.htm

Pick one extra color of your choice and add it to the bottom of the chart!

Define the three following terms:

Adjacent-Color combinations that blend well together ; Colors near each other on the color wheel

______________________________________________________________________________________________

Complementary-One of a pair of  primary or secondary colors opposed to the other member of the pair on a schematic chart or scale – color wheel ______________________________________________________________________________________________

Contrasting-Two colors from different segments of the color wheel ; Contras = Different ______________________________________________________________________________________________

	Color
	Overall Meaning
	Nature of Color
	Culture of Color
	Using Color
	Language of Color(Good/Bad)

	Blue
	Calming and Natural 

	Strong and steadfast
Or

Light and Friendly 
	In diverse cultures, blue is an important color in religion. Said to bring peace or is keep away bad spirits
In Iran – mourning

In the west – love
	Combining light and dark shades can create a sophisticated look. 
Pastel – spring time

Deep Blue – cool weather

Royal shade – riches and superiority 

Combination of light and dark can convey trust
	N/A

	Green
	Color of life and nature 

	Abundance in nature, renewal, health 
Or

Jealousy, envy, gross, inexperience 
	Green is commonly used as the symbol for “Go” , associated with Ireland, St. Patrick’s Day 

	
The color has a warming and cooling effect - 
Balance
Spring – fresh, springtime feel 

Olive – Military 
	Good
Green light – go 

Green Room – Place of relaxation 

Green Thumb – good with plants

Bad

Green-eyed monster – jealousy

Envy – jealous 

Greenhorn – trainee, beginner,



	White
	Purity

	Purity, cleanliness, innocence
	In most western countries – white is the color for brides
East – mourning/funerals

Often associated with hospitals and doctors

Some cultures – white is seen as royalty


	Use small amounts of white to soften wintery palette

White = Simple 

Used with light tones – makes piece more soft

Used with dark or light reds, blues, greens can make those colors appear brighter
	Good

White as the driven snow – pure, innocent

White Elephant – Rare, valuable but unwanted

Pearly White – Teeth, Really white teeth

Bad 

Whiteout – Zero visibility

White Flag – Surrender

White Lightning – Moonshine, illegal Whiskey

	Red 
	Red is hot


	Strong color
Conflicting emotions

Love - Anger
	Indicates Anger, or danger. Also seen as a color of love
	Red can grab one’s attention. Small doses can be more effective than large amounts 

With orange and pink can make cheerful palette
	Good
Red letter day – Important occasion

Red Carpet treatment – feels special

Paint the town red – celebrate, partying
Bad

Seeing Red – Anger

Red Herring – something that deceives

In the red – being overdrawn at the bank

	Yellow
	Yellow is Sunshine


	Conflicting
Happiness, Joy, Energy – cowardice and deceit
	In wars yellow ribbons were worn as a sign of hope. Mourning in Egypt 
	Can be used as primary color, but works best when as an accent to other colors 
Perk up subdued cool palette

Earthy – with olive and brown
	Good 
Yellow Ribbon – Hope, support, remembrance

Mellow yellow – Laid back

Bad 

Yellow streak – coward

Yellow journalism – irresponsible reporting, sensationalist writing 

	Orange
	Orange is vibrant 

	Less intensity than red, by being calmed with yellow
	Often use in autumn leaves, Halloween, change between the heat of summer and the cool of winter
	Noticed without too much aggression, softer oranges can be seen as friendly 
Transition color
	N/A

	Black 
	Black is conservative

	It can be serious and conventional 
	Western Cultures , black is often a sign of mourning 
Also goes with orange for Halloween
	Black can give off a sophisticated and an elegant look. 
Also used as a focal point 

Black works well with bright colors 
	Good 
Black Tie – Formal as in formal party attire

Men in Black – government agents 

Pitch Black – Dark as Night 

Bad

Blackout – Loss of consciousness

Black Eye – Damage to one’s reputation

Black-hearted -Evil

	Brown
	Brown is a warm neutral color

	Represents wholesome and earthiness. Steadfastness, simplicity, and friendly
	Ups has built its business around the color brown
Awareness – Anti-tobacco 

Colorectal cancer
	Makes excellent backgrounds, causes accompanying colors to appear richer and brighter
Year round, but most commonly used in fall
	Good
Brown bottle – Beer

Brown – Cook 

Bad

Brown nose – someone who attempts to ingratiate themselves with people of authority

Brown study – someone who is aloof, indifferent

Brown out – partial loss of electricity

	Purple
	Warm and Cool
Color


	Royalty, Mobility and Spirituality
	Has a special, almost sacred place in nature
Can boost a child’s imagination 
	Can add a range of meanings for projects. 
Green and purple – can be a striking combination

While Purple and Pink has a more feminine appeal
	N/A

	Lavender
	Delicate and precious
	Purity, Devotion, and love 
	Lavender is often referred to as its flower, which is used in a lot of essential oils
	Used as a color to suggest something that is Unique, also symbolizes nostalgia
	


